Philosophy of Mind

PHI 6325

Spring 2005
Wed. 2:30-5:15



Dodd 181

Instructor:

Eddy Nahmias




282 Dodd Hall




644-0225




enahmias@mailer.fsu.edu



Office Hours:  Tues. 9:30-10:30, Wed. 9:30-11:30, and by appointment.

Course Description and Objectives:



In this course we will concentrate on two central problems in the philosophy of mind, consciousness and mental causation.  We will explore these problems by reading and discussing three recent, influential books on these topics:  David Chalmers’ The Conscious Mind, John Perry’s Knowledge, Possibility, and Consciousness, and Jaegwon Kim’s Mind in a Physical World.  We will also read a few relevant articles, and we will end the course with a discussion of some work in the new field of “neuroeconomics.”


By the end of the course you will have a better understanding of some of the central debates in philosophy of mind and a clearer picture of how these debates connect to other philosophical issues and to “real world” concerns.  You will also develop your abilities to discuss and write about philosophical issues, in the end producing, I hope, a final paper of at least conference presentation quality.  

Assignments and Grades: 

· Participation:  This course will be run as a seminar.  Your attendance and active participation in class discussions are required both for the course to succeed and for you to succeed in the course.  Missing more than one class will adversely affect your grade.
· Critical responses (and presentation?):  Along with participation, 30% of your final grade will be based on critical responses (CRs) that you write about the chapters we read.  For most classes you will write a short critical response to one of the arguments in the assigned text (about 2 pages typed).  CRs are not summaries.  Rather, you should quickly outline a short argument the author offers.  Then, you should explain why you disagree, setting out the beginning of an argument that you can imagine developing into a longer paper.  These CRs will allow you to have an ongoing dialogue with me outside of class, and we will use them to initiate discussion in class.  I will grade them primarily for effort rather than content (you will receive an A, A-, or B depending on your level of engagement with the reading).  CRs will be due by 9 AM the day of class (in my box or emailed) so that I can read them before class.  You must turn in at least 9 (of 13 available weeks) satisfactory CRs on time and will receive no credit for those you fail to turn in on time.  You can get credit for 3 CRs if you choose to do a class presentation (i.e., if you choose this option, you will do 6 CRs and one presentation).  The presentation will involve writing up a 4-5 page paper outlining in some detail the chapter you will explain to the class and offering at least one objection.  You should turn in this paper no later than
 9 AM the day of class and plan to meet with me before class to discuss it.     

· Paper:  You will write one 15-20 page paper, hopefully of conference presentation quality.  A two-page paper proposal with reference to at least one secondary source (e.g., an article commenting on the target book or article) is due on March 23.  A complete draft of the paper will be due April 6.  You will then read a fellow classmate’s paper and write a 2-3 page referee report on it, as if you were reviewing it for journal submission.  This report is due on April 13 and counts 5% of your grade.  You will then revise your paper based on your peer’s review and my comments and turn in a final draft no later than 2:30 PM on Wednesday, April 24.  The final paper counts for 65% of your grade.
Course Policies:

· Late or Missed Assignments:  Late work, if unexcused, will be penalized.  Late critical responses will not be accepted.  In general, if you know you are going to miss a class or a deadline, talk to me ahead of time and we can work something out. 
· Academic Honor Code:  Students are expected to strictly uphold the FSU Academic Honor Code as specified in the Florida State University General Bulletin (pages 75-76).  Any ideas drawn from published material or from discussion with other people, whether quoted or paraphrased, must be properly cited.
· Students with disabilities:  I am happy to accommodate students with disabilities requiring academic accommodation.  Those students should notify me in the first week, register with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) and provide me with a letter from the SDRC detailing the need for academic accommodations.  
Texts:

The Conscious Mind, David Chalmers (Oxford, 1997). 

Knowledge, Possibility, and Consciousness, John Perry (MIT Press, 2001).

Mind in a Physical World, Jaegwon Kim (MIT Press, 1998).


* These books available at Bill’s Books on Copeland Street 

(though Chalmers may need to be ordered from Amazon).



* Other articles will be handed out in class or available in the common room.



Online Resources:  http://jamaica.u.arizona.edu/~chalmers/ (including the list of 



online papers on philosophy of mind)



http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html (online philosophy encyclopedia)
Schedule of Readings (subject to revision):
Week 1 (1/5):  
Introduction



What is philosophy of mind?



Review syllabus
Week 2 (1/12):  
NO CLASS (read Chalmers)
Week 3 (1/19):
Chalmers’ The Conscious Mind



Introduction, Chapters 1-2 (xi-89)



Suggested: Nagel “What is it like to be a bat?”




* CR 1 due *
Week 4 (1/26):
Chalmers’ The Conscious Mind



Chapters 3-4 (93-168)



Suggested: Jackson “Epiphenomenal Qualia”

Week 5 (2/2):

Chalmers’ The Conscious Mind


Chapters 5-6 (172-246)
Week 6 (2/9):

Chalmers’ The Conscious Mind



Chapters 7-9 (247-332)
Week 7 (2/16):
Perry’s Knowledge, Possibility, and Consciousness



Preface and Chapters 1-2 (xiii-44)



Article TBA
Week 8 (2/23):
Perry’s Knowledge, Possibility, and Consciousness



Chapters 3-5 (45-115)
Week 9 (3/2):

Perry’s Knowledge, Possibility, and Consciousness



Chapters 6-8 (117-208)
*Spring Break*

Week 10 (3/16):
Kim’s Mind in a Physical World



Preface and Chapter 1 (vii-28)
Davidson “Anomalous Monism”

* Paper Proposal Due *
Week 11 (3/23):
Kim’s Mind in a Physical World



Chapters 2-3 (29-88)
Week 12 (3/30):
Kim’s Mind in a Physical World



Chapter 4 (89-120)







Article TBA
Week 13 (4/6):
Neuroeconomics



Articles TBA

* Paper Complete Draft Due *
Week 14 (4/13):
Neuroeconomics
Articles TBA

* Referee Report Due *
Week 15 (4/20):
Neuroeconomics



Articles TBA

Finals week Wed. 4/27, 2:30 PM:
* Final Paper Due *






